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How can the DOD leverage the A-10’s ability to operate 
from forward operating locations to provide flexible, 
rapidly deployable, and lethal fires support to current 
and future operations areas in support of SOF?
• What are the benefits and risks of operating away from MOBs?
• What theaters, missions, and OPLANs can benefit from adaptive basing at FOLs? 
• What is the current capability and LIMFACs of the A-10 enterprise to operate in 
austere environments?
A-10 Adaptive Basing Operations 
and Applications ISO SOF.
Results
• The A-10 is capable of exceeding the intent of the NDS to 
“transition from large, centralized, unhardened infrastructure to 
smaller, dispersed, resilient, and adaptive basing” to posture for the 
global strategic environment in support of conventional and special 
operations forces.
• Currently only one A-10 operational unit is current and qualified 
to conduct full scale austere FARP operations.
Key Benefits Key Challenges
• Local force protection
• Agile Logistical requirements
• Command and Control
• Runway Length Requirements
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A-10 pictured with a hammock hanging underneath for 
“pilot lodging”
Research Question
Concept: Forward deploy multiple flights of aircraft 
in small groups to austere forward operating 
locations utilizing non-traditional runways, FARP 
operations, and flexible logistics to generate air 
support ISO conventional and SOF missions.
Applicable A-10 AORs: 1. Africa and the “Tyranny of 
Distance” 2. Korean Peninsula to mitigate a MOB 
CBW attack.  3. Eastern Europe to operate in an 
A2/AD environment
A-10 using German Autobahn as a landing strip in the 1980s
• Disperse A/C to reduce targetable signature
• Rapidly deploy w/o supporting infrastructure
• Mission plan with supported force
• Rapidly reload weapons/fuel w/o returning to a 
MOB
A-10 Operating at the National Training Center, Ft Irwin, CA
The Adaptive Basing Concept
